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nation is ſaid 1 to have been 


ien | aa; Vefore which time, „ proba] y, the parochial 
tgy were not often ſufficient” penmen to keep ſuch regiſters, 
nor were there at this ert exciſemen who Foul be pee 
bee, oe CON e RN, 5 


* Te g conve Mee arifing | Rem this ordinance of Crom- 
* 8 re: | at 


afioned its being further injoined during the reigns of 
t wind VI. O. Elizabeth, and James l. 

I take this from biſhop Gibſon's Codex, thou gh in Sparrow 0 4 
| iection of Injunctions, printed in 1684, 4to. I do not find any men- 
l tion of this regulation during the reign of U. Elizabeth. The keep- 
ing, however, a regiſter was injoined by Edward VI. A.D. 15473 
| nd for neglect in ſo doing, the minifter is mulcted 35. and 44. 

to the Poor's box, whilſt in the ſame year it makes one of Cran- 

maer's articles of viſitation to the province of Canterbury. Laſtly, 
a canon of 1603 directs regiſters to be made up from 7he laws 
jirft taking place, i. e. A. D. 1538, and more particularly ſo from 

the firſt year of O. Elizabeth, which laſt injunction ſeems to 
ſhew, that before that 21 they x were either neglected, or flo- 
venly kepft. 

The civil wars durin 8 the next reign often prevented the n 

minifters from executing regularly this part of their duty, which 
San alſo to have been greatly neglected during the Common- 
wealth; though in the year 1653 an ordinance paſſed, direct- 
| ing; that _ ee e to the relief 4 the poor, 
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Kept by a perſon choſen by the ſaid x pariſhioners every three” 
years, and who was to: make the ** of- m 
Births, and burials, 5 N 9 0 

Upon the Reſtbration, vegiſters* ſeen to have 1 is at- 
tended to,, and poſſibly by the injunctions of the biſhops at their 
viſitatious. bert. 10 70 ey ona ub NR er! 
Dur wing the reign, o K. Willjan,. the firſt, c na 
tice is taken. of them; though the object of the le 


not to encourage this maſt uſeful evidence, but to raiſe re 
for carrying on the war with France. 
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keep a regi iſter of. bart 81 buri. b 
of. IO9h, 1; 4 Ding f 38 Trl? S157 Yor 
By 7 and 8 Will. 1 y 80 . 33 is to give 1 * 
tice of the birth of their child within five. e e 
of 405. and the ſame penalty is: exten e 
ſter, for not making an entr 
chriſtened, l 
Laſtly,. by. 4 Ate... 12. as 4 x. * wo 
from the PRO. of Loos. impoſe by 6 and 7 Will Ul. in ca 
8 ings, bird ls, 


n 8 belt Geer e 0 
the time of Henry VIII. pariſh regiſters are not yet kept as they 
ſhould be, which ſeems to ariſe from the cauſes. 

The form of the bock for this. purpoſe hath hitherto been ge- 
nerally not above four inches wide, in which there were no pro- 
per columns for ſeparating the entries as to births, marriages,. 
and burials: beſides which, the book was often paged with nid 
ment, on which material few can write diſtinctix. 
© The next objection to this-ſame; book Was, that it contained: 
too many leaves, fo: that it was worn, or much thambed andef- 
faced, before it Was written out *. 


Wen the regiſter is in this condition a 4 ud be tranferided ut the expence of 


the pariſh, which ſhould be properly atteſted by the > dir and churchwardens. The original, 
Wa ſhould. be r long as it will hang together, or is at 2 
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A 2 aper for writing; nor will it conſiſt of 


— o pages, whitf there are different books for births 
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Aa Ny an dy the biſhops or archdeacons in their viſita- 
tions 5 — eee mjunctions * e are ſeldom 
- The firlt} amt perhapeipele Da l uſeof this incloſure is for bu⸗ 

rials (3 but die ater og weeds, and more 3 


— — raiſed in a hillock 


de covered by the ſeeds of every weed that may be 
wafted in this direction. Whereas the turf, taken off for digging 
e __—_— ſhould be replaced as it- grew before, and the ſoil, 


other ow of the church pura, which may want manure. 
It may be ſaid, indeed, that in a courſe of years the coffire 
will rot, and the ſurface over it conſequently fall in. But how 
eaſy i is it, when this happens, to bring the proper quantity of 
arth from new graves, or from the neighbouring fields! 
Anoth 


there, which do not bite the graſs ſufficiently cloſe, whitft, beſides 
this objection, they tread the graves in by their weight, and 


often ſoon after the corpfe is interred. The church-yard, therefore, 
ſhould only be pct by ns which would n make : 


» + For large pariſhes, it will be very eaſy toad any number of pages which may be q iohpicack | 
As for marriages, a proper book for entering them is RE publiſhed ; and foon after the mar · 


Act took place. 3 
7 It is fad, — Tiny pee | den moſt wiſly probidics burials 
— 


—— 


meh- yards, / the care of which ſeems to be little 


0 the ſpace where the coffin is depoſited, and- which 


» ſhould be ſcattered equally over the 
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er cauſe of the church- yard being thus covered with - 
e is occaſioned by the clergyman's horſe or cow being fed 
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3 rene erated 2 aths * 
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| highly necefiary for the invalid, — thee 


it will appear, whether the 


| the melancholy approhen tions of many writers on a this * 
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2 hab $0547 10 4595 01. ale 
- A'third cauſe of the « -DUTIC ch-yands bringgin this „ 
Auen, is the want of a · proper height and ſuſſicient in t 
wall of the incloſurg, ſo cat te dae beaſts of 'others«« 
break n. e 860 de „ Pacitend dd ee ce 
Theſe 8 am th d to. a mare decent ſtate of me 
it is imagined, mann malt d by the biſh | 
ebene in the viſitations of their dioceſe; 
tional propoſals of improvement are 


There ſhould * for the health urban rat] 


It is hoped, that the clergyman of every pari 
end of each year, caſt up the baptiſms an ials, fr 
inhabitants increaſe. or decr 
From many inquiries, indeed, de dif pe 


It hath been thought right to leave ſix Pages at the end, two of 
which are for an alphabetical index &, hes; an 
the other four for any parochial event, of which it t may not pow 
haps be improper to give ſome ſpecimens, _ 
& On of this year, the ſpire of the na roi 5 
by lightning, and it was moſt completely n by the : muni- f 
ficence of A. B. lord of the manor . 

„„ Wheat was ſo cheap ins, the preſent year, thati it fold for 
— ſhillings per buſhel.” 8 
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"A who for ſeveral years had taken upon himſelf the trouble of 


ned in paffing the ford at r 
4 This year all the roads of the were thoroughly mended, | 
good for under the direction of C. 


in order accompliſh this neceſſary work” 
A. B. of this , who by the re-- 
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« The biſhop of the dioceſe confirmed in the pariſh church ons 
—— 400 perſons of both ſexes; which exceeds the num 28 
of the laſt confirmation by 

| «© This year a fickneſs prevailed in the pariſh, which occaſi zoned 
— burials within a fortnight.” | Bp 5 57 15 
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| Such or like memoranda will in time, perhaps, become con- 
ſiderably intereſting to the pariſhioners of the ſucceeding cen-- 
tury, whilſt:the making the entry cannot be 9 as trou- 
bleſome, even by the moſt indolent. PT | 3 
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